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Weights and Measures.

FRANCE.—Continued.

Land Measure.

The Centiare .01 of the are or
squure métre.

4 8q.perches } “ Are.. .. 1. one hundred sgq.
nearly. meétres.
2t acres

onily } ¢ Hectare.100. 10,000 sq. m¢tres.
It would be impossible to devise a deci-
mul system more pertect and harmonious in
its parts, coupled with a nomenclature so cx-
pressive of the multiple or divizi‘n of the
unit of weight or measure it represents: as
remarked by Mr. Adams in his admirable
report to Congress on this subject, in 1521, no
two words express the same thing, and no
two things are signified by the same word.”

Beantiful, however, as this system is ad-
mitted to be in theory, it was, from its incep-
tion, met with the most overwhelming
difficulties in practice, A population ot mil-
livms, acenstomed for ages to a particular
mode of domestic trade, could not readily
rive up the use of the weights and measures
with which they were familiar, and they so
pertinaciously elung to their old system, that
the Government of Franece wus forced to
make, at different times, such concessions to
popular usages, and so to modify the laws,

that the result, for nearly forty years, was to
produce enhanced confusion in reference to
the weights and measures of the country.

It vwus not until the reign of Louis Phillippe
thatthis great metrical system may be said to
have been, as a whole, imposed upon France,
The law ol the 4th July, 1837, which abrogated
the decree of tho 12th February, 1812, permit-
ting under certain restrictions the use of old
weights and measures with their former do-
signations, utterly swept away the old system
so far as a legal enactment coull do it, an
bodiiy substituted in its place the decimal
metrie system, whieh I have just described.
The use, however, of the old weights and
measures was tolerated until the 1st January,
1840, after which date heavy penalties were
attached, not only to the use of such old
weights and measures, hut even a reference
to them in contracts was prohibited, and a
notary who should in any deed of conveyance
describe lands by the abrogated terms of
meazurement instead of using the lunguage
of the new metrolucy, was not only fined, but
the deed itself was declared to be null and
void. Such is the present stringency of the
law upon this subject in France.

The French metrical system now prevails
also in Ilolland, Belsium, Italy, Spain, Por-
tugal, Switzerland, Greece, and Drazil.

CANADA.

We now come to the weights and measures
as established by law in Canada. The lead-
ing statute upon this subject is an Act of the
Legislature of Lower Canada, the Sith Geo.
IIL., cap. 7, which is to be found in the Con-
solidated Statutes of Lower Canada, cap. 62,
Under this, three set: of varivus kinds of
beams and scales, and four sets of standard
weights and measures were imported from
England, sud these were declared to be the
standard weights and measurcs of the Pro-
vince.

The weights and measures thus imported,
were all made of brasz, and consisted nf—

1. Avoirdupois weights in sets as follows :

rom one drachm to four ounces.

% ounce to 4 pounds, and

‘“  41bs, to 56 lbs., the standard being
respectively 4, 7, 14, 28, and 56 1bs.

2. Proy weights in scots—

From # a grain to 1 ounce,
1 of an ounce to (:{ ounces, and 71bs.
to 28 1bs., in weights of 7, 14 and 28 1bs.

3. Wine measures, in sets from 1 gill to 1
gallon.

4. Winchester measures, in sets from 1 gill
to 1 gallon.

5. Winchester bushels and half bushels.

6. Canada measurcs ‘old French measures)
from a poisson to a pot.

7. The minot and % minot.

8. ** The English standard foot rule.”

9. “The Paris standard {oot rule.”

10. ‘The English standard yard.”
11. *“The English standard ell,”

1.—The pound avodrdu pois, ** with its parts,
multiples, and proportions,” was made the
standard ~weight “for weighing all goods,
wares, and merchandise,butcher’s meat, flour,
mecal. bread, biscuit, and other commodities
whatever commonly sold by weight” (* gold,
silver, coin, bullion, drugs, and precious
stones only excepted.”)

2.—The pound Troy was the standard for
weighing gold, silver, bullion, drugs, and
precions stones. as alove excepted [rom the
applications of the avoirdupois weizht.

_8.—The wine gallon was made the standard
liyuid measure of Lower Canada for * wine,

cider. beer, and spirituous liquors of all kinds,
treaclo anc‘l molasses, and all other liguids
commonly scld by gauge or measure of
capacity.”

4.—The Canrda minot was the standard for
measuring *‘all rents, payable in wheat or
other grain, and also for measuring all grains
or seeds, fruits or roots whatever, in cases in
which no other special provision is made in
any Act, and likewise fur lime, =and, azhes,
or any other kind of commodity, usually sold
by 11easure of capacity, where no special con-
tract is made to the contrary.”

5.—The English Winclester bushel* is made
the standard for measuring salt, wheat. cats,
peas, barley, and other graing or sccds, in
cases onlywhen such articles haveleenspcelally
sold or contracted for by such measure, and
in cases in which no special provision is made
for the mode of sale in any other Act.

¢.—The Puris foot was applizable to the
measurement of 1ands, or lots granted or sol
by the arpent or foot, an'| alzo to the measure-
ment of all kinds of wood, timber. and stone,
and * all manner of masons’, carpenters’, and
joiners’ work. or any other article of any other
kind of work commonly measur:d by the foot
or other measure of length, ete., where no
special contract exists to the contrary.”

7.—The English joot is a.pghcable to the
measure of lands granted by the British
Crown, and also to the measure of woul,
timher, etc., as above; provided a e, ecil
contract has been made for thot purpose.

8. Tho Engli:h yard is made tho standard
for measuring all Einds'of cloth or stuffs made
of woal, flax, hemp, silk, cr cotton, or any
mixture thereof, and all other kinds of goods,
wares, and merchandize commonly sold by
meazure of length. . .

9.—The Lnalish ell, * containing 3 feet 9 in.
of the standard English font” above men-
tioned, is declarcd to be the standard neasure
by which cloths or stuffs of wool, flax, &e.,
may be solil whei specindly sold or contracted
Jor by that me~sure. . a1

Ve thus find that the legal weights an
measuies of Lower Canada have heen bor-
rowed from the old English staugards asthey

#* 134 inches diameter, 8 inches deep.  Contents, 2150.12 cubic inches, Tha present imperial bushel contains

2218.1%7 cubie inches,—(SIMMOND=.)




